GIOVANNI BIASTSISCNA ((AKA THE MAST

Christ on the Cross

Giovanni Battista Bissoni first trained with his father, Domenico Bissoni (ante 1574-1637) who was a sculptor born in
Bissone (Tessin) and active in Genoa. Giovanni Battista started his activity around the early 16305 and was celebrated by
his biographer for the variety of his production, in small and large scale, in wood and in ivory. He renewed the typology
of the Crucified Christ, based on models by the German ivory carver Georg Petel and the renown Flemish painter Anton
Van Dyck, both active in Genoa in the 1620s (see L. Leoncini and D. Sanguineti (eds), Van Dyck e il Cristo spirante exh.

cat. Genoa, Palazzo Reale, 2012).

This finely carved ivory figure of Christ crucified exemplifies the devotional craftsmanship of the Baroque period. With
arms raised and head gently tilted, the figure conveys both physical suffering and spiritual transcendence. The
anatomical precision—visible ribs, taut muscles, and delicately rendered veins—reflects the sculptor’s mastery of form and
material. The loincloth, tied with a rope and draped in soft folds, adds a touch of realism and dignity. The expressive
posture and closed eyes of Christ evoke a moment of serene resignation, inviting contemplation on sacrifice and

redemption.

We are grateful to Dr. Fritz Scholten (Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam) for the attribution to Bisoni and Dr. Jen Burk

(Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, Miinich) for his help with endorsing.

The sculpture is provided with a CITES certificate

Carved ivory, h32x w185 xd 53cm
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